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SUBJECT: SCIENCE ATTACHE POSITION 

1 . YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT THE BURGEONING SAUDI ARABIAN 
DEVELOPMENT EFFORT HAS AN IMPORTANT SCIENTIFIC ASPECT 
BECAUSE OF CERTAIN PROJECTS ENVISAGED BY THE GOVERNMENT. 
AMONG ITMES NOW UNDER PLANNING OR CONSIDERATION IS 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN APPLIED RESEARCH INSTITUTE-THE 
UNIVERSITY OF PETROLEUM AND MINERALS AT DHAHRAN IS IN 
CONTACT WITH THE DIRECTOR OF THE JET PROPULSION 
LABORATORY, DR. W.H. PICKERING; SAUDI AUTHORITIES ALSO 
PROJECTING ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INSTITUTION FOR GRADUATE 
LEVEL SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING STUDIES; AND THEY 
ENVISAGE A MAJOR ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY FOR THE NEAR 
FUTURE. 

2. PURPOSE OF THIS CABLE IS TO ASK THAT, IN LIGHT OF 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS AND MANY OTHERS, YOU GIVE URGENT 
CONSIDERATION TO APPOINTMENT OF A QUALIFIED PERSON 
AS SCIENCE ATTACHE TO THIS EMBASSY, WITH THE RANK OF 
COUNSELOR OF EMBASSY. MY EMPHASIS IS ON THE WORD 
"QUALIFIED." SUCH A PERSON WOULD BE OF VERY GREAT 
ASSISTANCE TO THE EMBASSY IN PROVIDING GUIDANCE TO 
VARIOUS AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS AND PERSONNEL WHO ARE 
BECOMING INCREASINGLY INVOLVED IN SCIENTIFIC AND 
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TECHNOLOGICAL PROJECTS HERE. 
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3. 1 HOPE YOU CAN GIE THIS YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION. 

I WOULD BE PLEASED TO PROVIDE YOU WITH ANY FURTHER 
COMMENT OR DATA ON SUBJECT THAT YOU MAY REQUIRE. 
PORTER 
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